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Ms JillDeSouge
47405WhiskeyLaneExt
Tickfaw LA70466

Re BoardDocketNo 2020 807

DearMs DeSouge

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics atitsFebruary5 2021meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionregardingwhethertheCodeofGovernmentalEthicswouldprohibityourson
BrodyDeSouge independentlyorasanemployeeofKAJIConstruction frombeingemployed
withRAWL orasimilarsituatedcontractorwithTangipahoaParish whileyouareemployedwith
theParish accountspayablesection

FACTSPROVIDED

YouprovidedthatyouareemployedbyTangipahoaParishGovernmentinaccountspayable You
providedthatyoudonotsignchecksandyoudonotapprovecontractsfortheParish Youonly
process thechecks Further youstatedthatyouandyourhusbandhaveabusiness KAJI
Construction LLC thatemploysyoursonasaCDLdriver YouwouldliketoknowifKAJI
Constructionandoryourson inhisownrightasanindependentcontractor maysubcontractwith
RAWLorthelowestbiddertohaulmaterialtothelandfillfortheparish Further youstated ifit
causesaproblemKAJIConstructionwould bewilling nottocontractwithoracceptany
compensationfromparishcontractorsevenifyoursonusesthecompanytrucktohaulmaterialto
thelandfill

Youstatedthatwhentheparishneedsmaterialhauledtothelandfill thepurchasingagentcalls
vendorstogetbidsonhauling Thevendorwiththelowestbidgetsthejob Thevendorwilluse
theirowntrucksandorhireadditionaltruckstohelpcompletethejobinatimelymanner For
example RAWLhasbeenthelowestbidderandwonthecontractinthepast InthepastRAWL
hassubcontractedwithindependentCDLdriverstohaulmaterialtothelandfill

Whenthejobiscompletethebidwinnersubmitsaninvoicetothepurchasingagenttoapprove
thentheinvoicegoestothefinancedirectortoapprove andthenyouprocessthecheck Thecheck
wouldbewrittentothelowestbidder forexampleRAWL Onceyouprocessedthecheckyou
submit itforsignatures IfanyextraCDLdriversarehired RAWLpaystheextraCLDdrivers
Therefore youwouldneverprocessacheckforyourcompanyorson

ISSUES

WhethertheCodeofGovernmentalEthicswouldprohibityour sonfrombeingemployed
independentlyorasanemployeeofKAJIConstructionwithRAWLorasimilarsituated
contractorwithTangipahoaParishwhileyouareemployedwiththeParish



LAW

La RS 421111C2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthepublic
servantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shallreceiveany
thingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortoberendered toorfor
anypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neitherperformedfornor
compensatedbyanypersonorfromanyofficer director agent oremployeeofsuchperson if
suchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuchpersonhasorisseekingtoobtain
contractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswiththepublicservantsagency conducts
operationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythepublicemployeesagency orhassubstantial
economicinterestswhichmaybesubstantiallyaffectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceof
thepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421113Aprohibitsapublicservantoramemberofsuchpublicservantsimmediate
familyoralegalentityinwhichhehascontrollinginterestfrombiddingonorenteringintoany
contract subcontractorothertransactionthatisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionofthepublic
servantsagency

La RS 421114providesthateachpublicservantandeachmemberofhisimmediatefamily
whoderivesanythingofeconomicvalue directly throughanytransactioninvolvingtheagency
ofsuchpublicservantorwhoderivesanythingofeconomicvalueofwhichhemaybe
reasonablyexpectedtoknowthroughapersonwhich 1 isregulatedbytheagencyofsuch
publicservant or 2 hasbidonorenteredintoorisinanywayfinanciallyinterestedinany
contract subcontract oranytransactionunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionoftheagencyof
suchpublicservantshalldisclosecertaininformationassetforthinLa RS 421114

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoadviseyou thatunderthespecificcircumstances
presentedabove Section1111C2 d oftheCodewouldprohibitKAJIConstruction LLCfrom
acceptinganycompensationfromparishcontractors sincetheaccountspayablesectionhasa
businessorfinancialrelationshipwithRAWL orthelowestbidder becauseyourofficeprocesses
thecheck However neitherSection1111C2d norSection1113AoftheCodewould prohibit
your sonfrombeingemployedbyRAWLoranothercontractortohaulmaterialtoalandfill
providedtheparishcontractorpayshimdirectlyandthesubcontractisnotunderthesupervision
orjurisdictionofyouragency theaccountspayablesection

La RS 421113Aprohibitsapublicservantoramemberofsuchpublicservantsimmediate
familyoralegalentityinwhichhehascontrollinginterestfrombiddingonorenteringintoany
contract subcontractorothertransactionthatisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionofthepublic
servantsagency Thecontractorsubcontracttohaulmaterialstothelandfillisnotunderyour
agencytheaccountspayablesection



Additionally BrodyDeSouge ifawardedasubcontracttohaulmaterialstothelandfill maybe
requiredtofileadisclosurestatementincompliancewithSection1114oftheCode Section
1114provides thatthepublicservantandtheimmediatefamilymemberwhoareinanyway
interestedinacontractorothertransactionunderthesupervisionofthepublicservantsagency
arerequiredtofileadisclosurestatementwiththeBoardofEthics Sincehismothersagency
accountspayable hassupervisionoverthetransactingthechecktopayRAWLorothersimilarly
situatedcontractor

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofEthics TheBoardissuesno
opinionastopastconductorlawsotherthanCodeofGovernmentalEthics Ifyouhaveany
questions pleasecontactmeat 225 2195600or 800 8426630

Sincerely
LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

SuzanneQuinlanMooney
FortheBoard


